Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Addressing the Human and Socio-Economic
Costs of Qil Theft and Related Criminality

This update highlights the human and socio-economic costs of oil
theft and related crimes in the Niger Delta. Recent incidents involving
crude oil theft and petroleum product hijacking demonstrate the
risks of the illicit oil economy, including loss of lives, threats to liveli-
hoods, and economic disruption. The trend underscores the need for
stronger preventive measures to curb petroleum-related crimes.
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics

The continuation of oil theft and related crimes could increase fatali-
ties, economic losses, and risks to transport and energy operations. If
not addressed, these activities may strengthen criminal networks,
threaten livelihoods, and undermine efforts to protect critical assets.

Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation

Security agencies are intensifying operations against oil theft through
raids, arrests, and seizures of stolen products. However, better en-
forcement, intelligence sharing, and community collaboration remain
essential to curbing these crimes and their socio-economic impacts.
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Heat Map shows concentration of reported incidents of oil theft and related
crimes in the Niger Delta from January 2022 - June 2026. Sources: All data
sources formatted on PIND’s Peace Map www.p4pnigerdelta.org
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Timeline of Recent Incidents of Oil
Theft and Related Crimes

September 03, 2026

At least 37 persons suspected of oil theft re-
portedly died after inhaling a petroleum prod-
uct at Okari Jetty in Okrika LGA, Rivers State.

September 02, 2026

Navy personnel reportedly uncovered a reser-
voir containing about 10,000 liters of stolen
crude oil in Warri South LGA, Delta State.

August 28, 2026

A truck carrying 45,000 liters of AGO was re-
portedly hijacked, and the driver abandoned in
the bush in Ohaji/Egbema LGA, Imo State.

August 21 - September 03, 2026

August 21, 2026

Navy personnel reportedly arrested three sus-
pected oil thieves and impounded two vehicles
v in Oguta LGA, Imo State.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-

lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a

network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
Contacts: (%) info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454

What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

