Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Countering lllicit Drug Production, Traffick-
ing, and Harmful Drug Use in Edo State

August 16-22, 2026

This update highlights the growing threat of illicit drug production,
trafficking, and harmful drug use in Edo State. Recent incidents reveal
extensive cannabis cultivation, trafficking of cannabis and metham-
phetamine, and drug-related activities across identified hotspots,
underscoring risks to public safety and community wellbeing.
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics

Continued illicit drug production and trafficking could increase avail-
ability and harmful drug use. If unaddressed, these trends may fuel
crime, increase youth vulnerability, contribute to mental health chal-
lenges, and undermine public safety and community wellbeing.

Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation

Law enforcement agencies are intensifying raids, arrests, drug sei-
zures, and destruction of illicit drug supply points. However, sus-
tained enforcement, community intelligence, and prevention remain
critical to disrupting drug networks and reducing harmful use.
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Heat Map shows concentration of incidents of illicit drug production, traffick-
ing and harmful use in Edo State from January 2022 - June 2026. Sources: All
data sources formatted on PIND’s P4P Peace Map www.p4pnigerdelta.org

©

Timeline of Recent Incidents of
lllicit Drug Production & Trafficking

August 17, 2026

NDLEA reportedly destroyed two cannabis
farms and recovered processed cannabis during
an operation in Ugboku, Orhionmwon LGA.

August 14, 2026

NDLEA allegedly arrested a suspected trafficker
and recovered cannabis and methampheta-
mine in Oluku, Ovia North East LGA.

August 13, 2026

NDLEA reportedly intercepted and arrested
nine suspected traffickers and recovered vari-
ous illicit drugs in Abuja Quarters, Oredo LGA.

August 05 - August 17, 2026

August 05, 2026

NDLEA and Nigerian Army personnel reportedly
recovered 65 bags of skunk cannabis during a
v raid in Ewe Luleha, Owan West LGA.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-

lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a

network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
Contacts: (%) info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454

What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

