Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Addressing the Proliferation of lllicit Arms
and Ammunition in the Niger Delta

April 26 - May 02, 2026

This update highlights the growing proliferation of illicit arms and
ammunition in the Niger Delta. Recent incidents indicate widespread
circulation and links to criminal networks, underscoring rising risks to
public safety and the need for stronger enforcement, improved arms
control, and coordinated responses to curb illicit weapons.

o] | Trends and Dynamics of lllicit Arms Pro-
ii@ liferation in the Niger Delta

20 Incidents by State B Edo
MW Bayelsa
60 W Akwa It?om
M Cross River
W Abia
40 Ondo
Rivers
20 Himo
0
2022 2023 2024 2025
m Incidents m Fatalities 0 20 40 60

Anticipated Trends and Dynamics

The continued trafficking and stockpiling of illicit arms may sustain
criminal violence and strengthen organized networks across the re-
gion. If not addressed, these dynamics could intensify armed attacks,
deepen insecurity, and erode public confidence in security agencies.

Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation

Security agencies have intensified operations to intercept illicit arms
flows and dismantle trafficking networks. However, sustained intelli-
gence sharing and coordinated surveillance of known transit routes
and hotspot areas remain critical to curbing further proliferation.
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Heat Map shows the concentration of incidents of illicit arms proliferation in
the Niger Delta from January 2022 - December 2025. Sources: All data
sources formatted on PIND’s P4P Peace Map www.p4pnigerdelta.org
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Timeline of Recent Incidents of

Illicit Arms Proliferation

April 26, 2026

A 28-year-old man was reportedly shot dead by
a police officer during an arrest over illegal
firearm possession in Uvwie LGA, Delta State.

April 19, 2026

The police reportedly arrested a 60-year-old
gunrunner and recovered locally fabricated
weapons in Odukpani LGA, Cross River State.

April 16, 2026

The police reportedly arrested suspects linked
to the fabrication of improvised explosive de-
vices (IEDs) in Akure South LGA, Ondo State.

April 14 - April 26, 2026

April 14, 2026

Joint security operatives reportedly recovered a
significant cache of weapons and ammunition
v during a raid in Ikwerre LGA, Rivers State.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-

lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a

network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
Contacts: (%) info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454
What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

