Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Strengthening Security Responses to Rising
Kidnapping and Gun Violence in Edo State

March 01-07, 2026

This update highlights the rising wave of organized criminal violence
in the Niger Delta, with a focus on kidnapping and gun-related
attacks in Edo State. Recent reports indicate a pattern of abductions
linked to lethal violence and the proliferation of arms, underscoring
the urgent need to strengthen security responses across the State.

’“"ﬁ | Trends and Flashpoints of Kidnapping
i‘L@ and Gun Violence in Edo State
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Heat Map shows concentration of reported incidents of kidnapping and gun
violence in Edo State from January 2022 - December 2025. Sources: All data
sources formatted on PIND’s P4P Peace Map www.p4pnigerdelta.org
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics § A suspect was allegedly arrested for possession
© of firearms at Akara Junction, Aduwawa axis,
The persistence of kidnapping and gun violence points to entrenched = Ikpoba Okha LGA.
L]
criminal networks exploiting forest corridors and local vulnerabilities. <
o
Without stronger security responses, the situation could escalate, > February 23, 2026
intensify public fear, and erode confidence in security agencies. g Armed kidnappers reportedly killed a commu-
S
g nity leader and abducted two of his daughters
Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation - in Idoa community, Esan West LGA.
Stakeholders are strengthening intelligence and inter-agency coordi- February 04, 2026
nation to dismantle kidnapping networks and disrupt arms traffick- v Id redlv kid q
-year-old man was reporte idnappe
ing. However, sustained surveillance of forested areas remains essen- at Utzse village near Udo IF; OviaySouth-\F;\?est
tial to preventing further attacks and rebuilding public confidence. v LGA and later killed by his abductors.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-
lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a
network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.

Contacts: |

What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

