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Niger Delta Weekly: Spotlighting Indigenous Land Ownership Disputes in Edo State

Description

This weekly update spotlights Land conflict in the Niger Delta with a focus on rising tensions over indigenous land ownership disputes in Edo
State. Conflict over indigenous land ownership between the Bini, Itsekiri and ljaw ethnic groups has been a major cause of lethal violence and
communal instability in Edo State. According to data (see map below), land related communal conflicts caused over 140 fatalities in Edo State
between January 2017 and June 2021. Recent incidents indicate growing tensions between ethnic groups over indigenous land ownership dis-
putes in the State. In March 2020, for example, two persons were reportedly killed and several others injured during clashes between Itsekiri
and Bini youths over a land dispute in Ologbo community, Ikpoba-Okha LGA. More recently, on August 6, 2021, a resident was reportedly killed,
another injured, and houses and livestock destroyed during clashes over land ownership disputes between the ljaw and Bini ethnic groups in

Ikoro and Obazuwa communities, Ovia North East LGA. The incident has intensified communal tensions in the area, raising fear of reprisals.
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and respond to potential triggers of communal conflict in the State.

Contact Us Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System
Inquiries: Afeno Super Odomovo, Research Coordinator Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
Telephone: 08172401595 warning system: Text report to 080 9936 2222

Email: afeno@pindfoundation.org Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and Brief

Incident Description.
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