Niger Delta Weekly: De-escalating Communal Tensions over Land Disputes in Cross River State

Description

This weekly update spotlights communal conflicts in the Niger Delta with a focus on inter-communal clashes over land disputes in Cross River
State. According to data (see map below), inter-communal conflict over land ownership and boundary disputes caused over 700 fatalities in
Cross River State between January 2018 and December 2021. Recently, communal tensions escalated following renewed inter-communal
clashes over land disputes in parts of the State. In February 2022, for instance, a bishop and his son were reportedly killed and several houses
destroyed during a communal clash over a lingering land dispute between Urugbam and Abanwan communities in Biase LGA. The communal
clash was reportedly triggered by a longstanding conflict over the ownership of an oil palm plantation in the area. More recently, on March 07,
2022, two persons were reportedly killed, many others injured, several properties destroyed and major roads blocked during a series of clashes
over an ongoing conflict over a land dispute between Alesi community in lkom LGA and Ochon community in Obubra LGA, Cross River State.
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insecurity. Also, given the importance of agricultural livelihood to the Communal conflict over land and boundary disputes in Cross River
wellbeing of rural communities, land disputes could deepen rural State remains recurrent with periodic lethal violence. Stakeholders
poverty by reducing agricultural productivity and household income. should work with the State government to holistically address the
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destabilize local politics and governance in the State, especially con- historical grievances. Stakeholders should also work with the rele-

sidering that land is not only an economic asset, but also the basis of vant government agencies to set up a conflict resolution committee
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identify and respond to potential triggers of communal conflicts.

Contact Us Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System
Inquiries: Afeno Super Odomovo, Research Coordinator Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
Contacts: ] afeno@pindfoundation.org 08172401595 warning system: Text report to 080 9936 2222
Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback incident description.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

